1o drop
in-grade 6 to help his fatl his family lives
ler equippl th basic convenience a lemporary co
punity for new immigrants on the oulskirts of Jerusalem.
. Gesho's ¢ cr brother Benjamin arrlwd in Israel seven
years ol a ' ;
tells 6 mffered en route to lsrat-l A
the l¢ ﬁ . I¢ years he was separated i -
his 4 t is w ell-integrated into Israeli ¢
and helps  his new way of life, encouraging
aspl ' a professional soccer player. ©

is a series of hal
lives of Palestinian an

A ’

BEVERLY $




1 encourage and facilitat
~ lion between these children

‘mature? this generatio
any differently than the previou

work and llve together
gene@tlon"

e Whal are the demogmphics of lsrael as repre-
sented by these children? What effect might this diver-
sity have on the political processes of the country and
the city of Jerusalem?

Ages 8-13  ® Content and context information
-.9_ Cnmparefcontrm exercises

@ Research questions
Ages 14-16 ;;E:__Hlsl,oﬂcal contexts an'd::_l:onsehuences _
g_ Religious aspects (spirituality. role of
~ religion and pray’er in llfe)

Ages 17+ q Polltlcal ramiﬂcaﬁons‘*'
2. ‘Economic implical;ltms
_-0 Socinlnglcal question

® Demographic studies

. Medla represemations

Encourage ynnr students to become-:_" en pals. For
information, contact: Is in Israel, International
Cultures Center, P.0. Box 8009 Je‘”_'
91080.

£

lem, Israel




Jcrﬁalcm is a city of three Sabbaths
‘.‘_Wd.ﬂy -tJewlsh} ilnd Sunday (Chris

ankintl S most bruldl PDIhO(I('& . '
iqmr} of Jerusalem dates back thousands of
years. .e\l‘nlllul 1000 BC'it was tdpllu‘('(l by the lnlh!i( al

f

Ll in ernal strife spllt. itlm \Iler 600 BC
by a sumesslon ot.umups firsl llli'

Babylonians, then ;

Fg\plidns and Assyri

began il.s relm By tlw 'ml ceuturs AD the new
Muslims recovered it from the Byzantines. For a period
of less than a century, the I:.uropt_-an Christians over-
ran it during the Crusades, but Muslim rule resumed
under Salah el-Din. When the Turkish-based Ottoman
Empire began ils rise early in the 16th century,
Jerusalem soon fell under its control. This lasted until
after WWI, when the British assumed administrative
control of Palestine, and the modern conflict between
Palestinian Arabs and Jews began to fill the air,
. In 1948 the State of Israel was declared and West
Jerusalem became its capital. After the Six-Day War
had ended in 1967, the mostly East Jerusalem
and the 0ld City fell under Israel 1
Israeli government passed a law' Ui
that the entire city was to be Lhe c¢d

decision is strongly opposed by the Arabs of Jerusalem
to this day. —




ay (home

1 your pmﬁnts or anc_estora.:come from?
Were they refugees or immigrants? What kind of life
did they leave behind? & .

e Role-play what would happen if the children met
each other and had a discussion: Tamar and Neveen
discuss the Israeli army: Yehuda and Yacoub discuss
the role of prayer in their lives; Asya. Tamar and
Neveen discuss their love of learning; Asya and the
other children discuss the moral dilemma presented in
her class (which is more important, truth or friendship?).



: Translation
ai Samuel




E OLD CITY
The Old City is the hearl of Jerusalem. Its stone walls,
almost 12 meters high and 4 kilometers long, were built
in the 15008 by the Ottoman emperor. Suleiman the
."_‘Magm[wem Within the walls arc four quarlters —
“Armenian, Christian, Jewish dﬂd Muslim. : :
Life along the narrow: Lunc lanes has remained
h Lh? game for hu ‘of ¥ears. The busiest streets
_qﬂul\s (markets), \\flllbh ve small, windowless
i sell pottery, 1(,“(,][3 and souvenirs to tourists.
¢ /tor cars, and donkeys are
he \\dlls of the Old City
7 are the Wailing Wall
lchre (Christian), and

sed to carry heavy loads. Within
are Jerusalem’s holiest places. 1
(Jewish), the Church of the Holy S
the Dome of the Rock (Muslim).
The Wailing Wall, or Western-Wall, is all that’s left of
the Holy Temple built by King St}lomun of biblical times. Tt
takes its name from the sorrowful prayers said there in
mourning for its destruction at the hands ol the
Babylonians around 600 BC. e
The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is said to stand on
Calvary Hill, the spot where Jesus was erucified. It also -
houses a piece of the stone thal was in front of the entrance
to the cave in which he was buried. Winding toward the
church is the Via Dolorosa, which is believed to be the route
~over which Jesus carried his cross, On Good Friday huge
- crowds trace the ron ' 1 yrayel
reading from the Gospel
The Dome of the Rock,
is called the most beautiful stru
the 7th century, it houses the rock from
Mohammed ascended to Heaven with the
returning to spread Islam, the new 1‘eiigum
on the site of the ancient Holy Temple of King
rock is also said to be the one on whlt‘h
Lo sacrifice his son Isaac.




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: GEOGRAPHY AS DESTINY
Situated at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sca,
Palestine is one of the worlds m istoric places. Two
religions — Judaism and Ch wriginated in-
Palestine. It is the Hol\ Lant - of many events
described in the Bible ¥ ers of Islam, also
consider Palestine e
The land of Pal

st n a land of farm-
ers. Broad valleys plt vheat. terraced hillsides
lined with olive trees, wid (‘omtal plains dotted wilh
orange trees, and lields of melons, tomatoes and her bs pro- -
vide a way of life that has changed liltle since H]l’ 0[{!
Testament. =
By the time it féll into Turkish hands in 1516, 1lea-.mnc' s
was a thriving market and rich source of lax revenue. V\lth} 2
the defeat of Turkey during World War I, control of
Palestine was passed Lo British hands under a mandate by -
the League of Nations (a precursor to the United Nations).
In Europe, meanwhile, a new hope was inspiring the
Jewish people. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
the Jewish communities of Europe, pariicularly Eastern
Europe, were often treated as second-class citizens -ani
were subject to persecution and pogroms (massacr(-is]:. :
Russia, where most of the pogroms took place, a group was:
formed that would dramalically shape the future of a dis-
tant land. That group was called The Lovers of Zion.
Zionism, taken from the Hebrew word for the central
hill of dJerusalem, was a spiritual and humanilarian-move-
ment concerned with providing a safe refuge for the Jewish
“communities of Europe. Although other: counlries such as
L{.,amld Ethiopia and Argentina were discussed as pos: lblf‘"_.__"-
“homes,” it was generally recognized that the one true
home was that of their ancestral forebears, Palestine: .
As this idea took hold, Jewish immigration to Palestine
began a significant and steady rise until. by the end of
WWH, one-third of the population was of the Jewish faith.
Bul while the dream of a Jewish state was msplf‘lng one -
group, it was threatening another. i
The fall of the Ottoman Iumpwc_signdlod a new era for
many Arabs of the region. Hopes for independence surged
and “pan-Arab” nationalism seemed just around the corner,
This was particularly sirong in Palestine, where the
Palestinians believed the British would soon relinquish
control of the land to them. But as they began to lose both
demographic and political clout, it became clear that nei-
Lther the British nor the inter national -:'omnluml\ w re will- =
ing Lo accede to Arab appeals. :




One of the reasons for this was World War I1. As details
of Nazi atrocities began to be known, a renewed effort was
made to provide a homeland for the Jewish refugees who
survived German attempts to annihilate them. While the
British authoritics in Palesting had initially tried to limil
their numbers, immigration to Palestine now swelled as the
- Buropean: Jewry sel "-,dll lor be shoms determined Lo be
victimized “never again.”’ :
The new Jewish pnpul

_ j‘lﬁestine formed its own
. militia to flgh[ the: Britis Tabs. whose nationalist
~ dreams were in direct odds wish Zionist hopes, con-
rlu('red raids on the Jewish %ettit*menls and Jewish troops,
~in turn, attacked the Arabs. In desperation, the British,
finding it impossible to please both groups, turned Lo the
“newly formed Uniled Nalions 1o settle the matter,
~In 1947 1the United Nations recommended that
~Palesline be partitioned into an Arab and a Jewish state, -
~with a special international status for Jerusalem. Intense
~ fighting broke out hetween the Jewish and Arab inhabitants
of Palestine, and with the creation of the State ol Israel in
May 1948 came an Arab declaration of war on the new
state. In the fierce battles, many Arabs evacuated their vil-
“tages and towns out of fear and by force. In the fighting, the
new “Israelis” were victorious and the borders of the new
state  grew "b(,mnd the United Nations Partition Plan.
“Jernsalem was divided belween Israeli West Jerusalem and
""Jm'damaﬂ -controlled East Jerusalem. :
_For dews, the outcome of the 1948 war was a biblical
_p'm;‘nll" cy fulfilled and a new, modern nation was created.
-~ For Arabs, this was the greal disaster. Dreams were
- destroyed dnd tlu: hUpL ol a modern Palestlinian nation was
'--fsnatlm‘nd :

In-the ne\m (It'(,ld]‘t‘(l Israel a government was imme-
'd_ldl,t:l) formed, with David Ben-Gurion as the first Prime
~ Minister, and a Knesset, or parliament, was established.
~The citizens of Israel. many of them born and raised in
- Europe, were determined that this new country would be
- democratic, free and produclive.
~But over 750,000 Arabs had become refugees as a
- result of the War of Independence, and countless more lost
~Lbeir homes and land. Gaza and the West Banki once the
~siles ol a future Paleslinian state, were I under

_.lordaman and ‘Egyptian administration respectively.
. The new Israeli state flourished as Jewish i migration
_e, _forﬂgn governments, especially the lnlrérl Stlates,
came to its aid. and agriculture and other industries pros-
cred. But the country was not accepled by her Arab neigh-




§ who sa“ it as a symbol of their defeat against outside
. Israel. on the other hand, lelt vulnerable to Arab
War dIl(l ge,uermlld dll.dt ks Te nqmn rose to wal‘”

SLmkv all'u,kf'(l 25 clllflf‘ld‘-: in Egy}}t Jurdai
i, 5parkmg aw eek of flghtmg in tht was

_ _ ;amp Dawd -Pvafe Accord in 19?‘) bLt\wm} Israe 5
- and Feypi resulted in the return of the Sinai to Fgyptian
‘hands. The West Bank and Gaza Strip remained in Israeli
control. These territories were viewed by many Israclis as
historically part of Israel, bul the occupation was con-
demned by the United Nations in a series of resolutions that
urged their return, :
‘The strain on Palestinians and their Israeli counter-
- parts who decried the contradiction of democracy and
-vecupation proved considerable. G
~ Languishing under severe restrictions. maltreatment.
—and poverly, the protracted Palestinian protest which was
~ to become known as the Intifada began in December, 1987.
‘Children and youth, a generation born under oecupation,
: _lnnk LD the streets Lllmmng qtmu" al th(‘ I-.rdcli amry

. The IIltifddd bllUL‘kL‘d both lsl'acl and I,he-
urgt‘nt need to solve fh,_
: ‘Pdlestmtcﬂl pmblcm : e
~In 1991, Mid-Easl peace Ldlka hegan between the guv
-.:f‘I‘nm(‘nL of Israel and a Palestinian negotiating team from
~ the West Bank and Gaza. An accord was signed in 1993
- between: thm Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and
‘Palestine Liberation (}rUdmzatlon Chairman Yasser Arafal.
\mtmg other things. this pact singled out the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank city of J(‘Fth{} as sites to be returned to
~ Palestinian authority.
o Stith new and learning o walk, the fledgling state of
cace belween the Palestinians and Israelis encourages
“ the DU‘»lel]kl\a ihdt two peoples may vel achieve peaceful
o m twlqtt‘nv(’




WHO ARE THE PALESTINIANS? _
= Whether = described as  Canaanites, Phoenicians
~ Philistines, or Palestinians, the Arab inhabitants of Palestine

‘have traditionally been farmers, shepherds and fishermen. At
“the turn of the century there were slightly more than a million
_ inhabilants living in the area known as Palestine, five percent

of-whom w Jewish. The Palestinians were educated and
arvesting citrus fruit and olives for export and
he region’s supply of soap and wool.

I over Palesline passed from Turkish to
he end of WWI, many Paleslinians expected
nally be able to control their own desliny. Bul
ationalism began lo grow, the British and
ling the region between them. In 1917 Lhe
on confirmed that the British “viewed with

manufacturiy
‘When co

~ British hands:
* that they woul

- while Palest
“ French were
Ba!fnur Pec

' in whal was to become Israel.
w number close Lo 5 million persons, only
hom still reside inside the boundaries of his-
ine; The rest were carried away in_successive
aves of t‘IIlI”IElliOI'I beginning in 1948, when” :
sracl was declared, peaking in 1967 after the S’ﬁ(—{)(w \\d[
and continuing to this day. Almost a million Palestinians are
registered refugees living in 61 camps dispersed: throughout
the Occupied Territories, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. Whether
“al home” or “abroad,” the Palestinians are a displaced people
seeking the reinstatement of their homeland.
In 1964, Palestinians convened in Jerusalem-and estab-
lished the Palestinian Liberation Organization, & demucmlw
and multi-party parliament with 428 clected members. In
1974, the PLO was invited by the United Nalions to participate
as an observer. At present, the PLO maintains diplomatic mis-
sions in all UN agencies and in 90 countries, including Canada.




: WHO ARE THE ISRAELIS?

in the State of Israel since its creation in 1948. While the
overwhelming number of Israelis are of the .](‘wmh faith, there.
are also Muslim, Christian and Druze Al‘dhs whu live “lllun

its borders. %

The Jewish people living in Pal
century were mostly indigenous
spoke Arabie, lived [reely amongst
like the Christian Arabs, were 4
minority. Bul as news of the pers
European Jewish population durin ond World War was
made known, immigration soared” by 1946, persons of :
Jewish faith numbered one-third offhe population. Finally,
afler intense negotiations and conflict with the British admin-
istrators of Palestine and the Arab inhabitants, the United
Nalions proposed that Palestine be partitioned- into two
states. This plan was adopled on November 29, 1947, Today,
Israel congists of this land, plus more gained during the War
of Independence (1948) and the Six-Day War (1967), inc]ttd~_ :
ing the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Since the declaration of a Jewish state in \la\ 1948,
Israel has become a leading nation with a productive economy -
and a Weslern-style democratic government. More closely
identified with a European and North American lifestyle than

2 al: tht_: turn of the -
rea; that is, they
nmghho;“ 8 and,
ed and tolerated
i slaughler of the

The Israelis are those persons \»]10 IM* or fmc dived

with its Arab neighbors, the country straddles th(‘ EdsL and__-:_--

the Wesl, sometimes comfortably, often pdmluli},




: ._-ETHIOPIAN JEW
'Hu‘ exact origin
: the ar¢ descendants
Lost Tribes of Isra :
Menelik, the son of K
When Judaism came

£ Bthiopian Jews is unclear. Some say
the Tribe of Dan, one of the twelve
Dthers say they are descendants of
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba.
‘Lhiopia, it flourished until Christian
“'missionarics made massive conversions in the 4th century BC.
Later Islamic invasions:also créated additional converts. The
small numbers of Ethi plana ‘who- bllll Llung to Judaism were
called Falagsha, mcaning “exiled” “landless one,” which
essentially label]ed L _-stmngem, aliens, and wandering
p.cnnh‘, Ethiopian Jews: prefer to call themselves “Bela Israel”
r “House of Israel” ¢ are_immenscly proud of their com-
Imlrm nt to their religions beliels and culture.
Towards the end of- 18th century, alter being separated
from mainstream Judaism for millenia, the Beta lsrael were
“astonished o learn of 1 nee of Jews oulside Ethiopia.
A a result of their exter sotation, Ethiopian Judaism was
hased solely on the Old Tes i. North African Jews cele-
brated Passoyver with a sacrifice, observed the Sabbath and
‘fasted on Yom: Kippur. Only until relatively recently did
- Ethiopian Jews become familiar with rabbinical developments
such as the Talmud, the Midrash, Chanukah and Purim.
_ Encouraged by their contacts with Jewry outside of
--.-_j.'Fthmpia Lht‘__ Bela lsrael began to tultill their dream of return-
ing to the Promised Land. Today, over 56,000 Jews of
Ethiopian origin live in Israel.

Beginning in 1977, the government of Israel made repeated
appeals Lo the Ethiopian government Lo allow Jews to immi-
grate to Israel due to the famine, drought and war that rocked
the Beta Israel community. In 1979, secrel airlifts began to
bring Ft]lmpmn Jews to Israel via Sudan and Kenya. By 1983,

_-approximately 3,000 Ethiopian Jews had been smuggled into

m_i"e conditions weren't improving in Ethiopia, a large-

scale aiclift was organize d beginning in the fall of 1984 and

continuing through to. January 1985. This venture, called

Operation Moses, brought over 7.000 Ethiopian Jews to Israel.

Some 4.000 Lthiopians arc estimated to have died trying to

-aw from.Fthiopia to Israel via Sudan before Operation

¢8. Countless others faced imprisonment, Lorture and

give loved ones a chanee to reach the new homeland.




OPERATION SOLOMON : :
~ When the Ethiopian capital of Addis \hal}a Was ammundvd'_
by rebel forees in 1991, the kthiopian Jews who had not
already managed o escape to Israel were thrown into gra\( '
danger. In-a massive airlift dubbed Operation Solomon, over
14,000 Ethiopian Jews were brought to Israel in a record 48
hours on May 24-25, 1991. Over 60 uvu‘vn! of the arrivals
were under 18 years of age. including four babies born rlnrm{,
the airlift. Thirty-five aircraft were used for tldm-,pnrt“ iy

While the Elhiopians stepping off the plane were
comed by thousands of Israelis with warm hearls and greel-
ings, the influx of so many immigrants has had smuus ‘social
implications as Israel attempls to absorh and successfully
integrale the Elhiopians into permanent lwusm ]{qu and
schools. Itw ]Tld]{]l 11\» ut me new drnv als \wnz mm d

BC, the |W(’|V{‘ [I‘I!}("n of I&I&:}v
Judah and Benjamin formed the southern Mng,dmn of Judah,
and the remaining ten tribes became the northern Kingdom of
Israel. Two centuries later, the Assyrians invaded the northern
kingdom and, in several stages, dispersed the ten tribes, The
exile was completed in 722 BC. and the Kingdom of Israel dis-
appeared. Scholars believe the ten tribes were: re.s;’ltlml ina
region now embracing parts of Kurdistan, Afghanistan, north-
ern Syria and [ran. No one is certain where their descendants
are today, bul groups claiming o be descendants of the Lost
Tribes include the Pathans on the Afghani-Pakistani border,
the Chiang-min on lhe Chinese=Tibetan bovde “African
tribes in various countries, including Ethiopia."

ALI‘YA

ensures thdl; Jews will always hdx
from persecution.

a homelan::

"Yossi Klein Halevi, “Return of the Lost Iribes.” The dertisalent ";.-oi'lf.'.St:'.;jl;gml_)g?-r-"F_J 1993, R



