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JERUSALEM

Jerusalem is a city of three Sabbaths — Friday
(Muslim), Saturday (Jewish) and Sunday (Christian). It
has been called the Holy City, the Golden City, the City
of Light and the City of Peace. It has been regarded
as the most splendid city on earth and has lived
through some of humankind’s most brutal episodes.

The history of Jerusalem dates back thousands

of years. Around 1000 BC it was captured by the
biblical King David from the Jebusites and made the
capital of his kingdom. King Solomon buiit the first
temple there. Jerusalem continued in splendor for
approximately 1350 years until internal strife split it
in two. After 600 BC it was ruled by a succession of
groups: first the Babylonians, then the Persians,
the Macedonians, Egyplians and Assyrians. By
63 BC it, like many other towns and regions, had
fallen to the Romans, who held it until the early
300’s AD, when the Byzanline Empire began its
reign. By the 7th century AD the new Muslims
recovered it from the Byzantines. For a period of

less than a century, the European Christians over- = ¢
ran it during the Crusades, but Muslim rule
resumed under Salah el-Din. When the Turkish- =

based Ottoman Empire began ils rise early in the
16th century, Jerusalem soon fell under its control.
This lasted until after WWI, when the British assumed
administrative, control of Palestine, amt l;ht‘ modern
conflicty between P‘alesl:lnlan Arabs and Jews began
to fill the air. -
In' 1948 the Stat(' of Israel was declared and
West Jerusalem became its capital. After the Six-
Day War had ended in 1967. the mostly Arab East
Jerusalem and the Old City fell under Israeli control.
" In 1980 the lIsraeli government passed a law that
. officially stated that the entire city was to be the
_capital of Israel. This decision is strongly opposed
ﬁy '_ Arabs of .lernsalam to thls day.




LE/ CANBEUSED!N
THE CLASSROOM AT .ﬁ VERY BASIC LEVEL:

. Compare and conlrast your hopes and dreams
with l!wse of ﬂw children in the film;

. Compare and contrast your typical day (home,
family. schoel, extracurricular activities. religion,
responsibilities, mlues) with those of the children in
the nlm

.« It wu had te move to another country, what
would you take and what would you leave behind?
Why? How would you choose what country to go to?

How would you feel about leaving behind friends and

family members? Wmﬂd the moving experlenee be &

the same for everyone tn tlle tamlly" Why'l' :

e Where did your pamnl:s or nncestors come l’mm?-
Were they refugees or Immlgrants'? ’What Idnd of life
did they leave lwhind?

* _Role-play what wold happen il the children met
each other and had a discussion: Tamar and Neveen
discuss the Israeli army, Yehuda and Yacoub' discuss
the role of prayer in their lives, Asya, Tamar and Neveen
discuss their love of learning, Asya and the other children
discuss the moral dilemma presenied in' her class
- (which is more important; truth or friendship?).



THE OLD CITY

The Old City is the hearl of Jerusalem. Its stone walls,
almost 12 meters high and 4 kilomelers long, were built in
the 15008 by the Ottoman emperor, Suleiman the
Magnificent. Within the walls are four quarters —
Armenian, Christian, Jewish and Muslim.

Life along the narrow cobblestone lanes has remained
much the same for hundreds of vears. The busiest streets
are Lhe souks (markets), which have small, windowless :
shops Lhat sell pottery, jewelry, and souvenirs to lourists.
Most of the streets are too narrow for cars, and donkeys are -
used to carry heavy loads. Within the walls of the Old Gity

are Jerusalem’s holiest places. They are the Wailing Wall

(Jewish), the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (Christian), and
the Dome of the Rock (Muslim). : : e
The Wailing Wall, or Western Wall, is all that's left of
the Holy Temple built by King Solomon of biblical times. 11
takes its name from the sorrowful prayers said there in
mourning for its destruction at the hdndb of the
Babylonians around 600 BC. :
The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is said to Hldﬂd (6} 158
Calvary Hill, the spot where Jesus was crucified. It also
houses a piece of the stone that was in front of the enlrance
to the cave in which he was buried. Winding toward the
church is the Via Dolorosa, which is believed Lo be the route
over which Jesus carried his cross. On Good Friday huge
crowds trace the route to the church, chanting prayers and
reading from the Gospel. :
The Dome of the Rock, wilth its golden domcd bul]dmU
is called the most beauliful structure in Jerusalem. Buill in
the 7th century, il houses the rock from which it is said
Mohammed ascended to Heaven with the angel Gabriel,
relurning 1o spread Islam, the new religion. Believed to be
on the site of the ancient Holy Temple of King Solomon, the
rock is also said to be the one on which r’kblaham prepared
Lo sacrifice his son Isaac.



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: GEOGRAPHY AS DESTINY

Situaled at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea,
Palestine is one of the world’s most historic places. Two
religions — Judaism and Christianily — originaled in
Palestine. It is the Holy Land, the site of many events
described in the Bible. Muslims, the followers of Islam, also
consider Palestine a sacred place.

The land of Palestine has always been a land of larmers.
Broad valleys planted with wheat, terraced hillsides lined
with olive trees, wide coastal plains dotted with orange trees,
and fields ol melons, tomatoes and herbs provide a way of
life that has changed little since the Old Testament.

By the time it fell into Turkish hands in 1516. Palestine
was a thriving market and rich source of tax revenue, With
the defeat of Turkey during World War I, control of Palestine
was passed to British hands under a mandate by the League
of Nations (a precursor to the United Nations).

[n Europe, meanwhile, a new hope was inspiring the
Jewish people. In the late 19th and early 20th cenluries,
the Jewish communities of Europe, particularly Eastern
Europe, were often treated as second-class citizens and subject
to persecution and pogroms (massacres). In Russia, where
most of the pogroms took place, a group was formed that would
dramatically shape the future of a distant lcmd “Thal group st'
called The Lovers of Zion. :

Zionism, taken from the Hebrew word for I;h(’ central hill
of Jerusalem, was a spiritual and humanitarian movement
concerned with providing a safe refuge for the Jewish
communities of Europe. Although other countries such as
Uganda, Ethiopia and Argentina were discussed as possible
“homes,” it was generally recognized that the one lrue home
was that of their ancestral forebears, Palestine. :

As this idea took hold, Jewish immigration to Palestine
began a significant and steady rise until, by the end of WWII,
one-third of the population was of the Jewish faith. Bul
while the dream of a Jewish slale was mapn'mg one group.
it was threatening another.

The fall of the Ottoman Empire signaled a new era tur
many Arabs of the region, Hopes for independence surged
and “pan-Arab” nationalism seemed just around the corner.
This was particularly strong in Palestine, where Lhe
Palestinians believed the British would soon relinquish control
of the land to them. But as they began to lose both
demographic and political clout, it became clear that



neither Lhe British nor the international community were
willing to accede to Arab appeals.

One of the reasons for this was World War 11. As details
of Nazi atrocities began to be known, a renewed cffort was
made to provide a homeland for the Jewish refugees who
survived German atlempls to annihilate them. While the
‘British authoritics in Palestine had initially tried to limit
their numbers, immigration to Palestine now swelled as the
Furopean Jewry sel sail for its shores, determined to be
victimized “never again.”

The new Jewish population in Palestine formed its own
militia Lo fight the British., The Arabs, whose nationalist
dreams were in direct odds with Jewish Zionist hopes,
conducted raids on the Jewish scitlements, and Jewish
troops, in turn, attacked the Arabs. In desperation, the
British, finding it impossible Lo please both groups, turned
Lo the newly formed United Nations o settle the matter.

In 1947 the United Nations recommended that Palestine
be partitioned into an Arab and a Jewish state, with a
special international status for Jerusalem. Intense fighting
broke out between the Jewish and Arab inhabitants of
Palestine, and with the creation of the State of Israel in May
1948 came an Arab declaration of war on the new slate. In
the fierce battles, many Arabs evacuated their villages and
towns out of fear and by force. In the fighting, the new
“Israclis” were victorious and the borders of the new slate
grew beyond the United Nations Partition Plan. Jerusalem
was divided between Israeli West Jerusalem and Jordanian-
conlrolled East Jerusalem.

For Jews, the oulcome of the 1948 war was a biblical
prophecy fulfilled and a new, modern nation was created. For
Arabs, this was the greal disaster. Dreams were destroyed
and the hope of a modern Palestinian nation was shattered.

In the newly declared Israel a government was immediately
formed, with David Ben-Gurion as the first Prime Minister, and a
Knesset, or parliament, was established. The citizens of Israel,
many of them born and raised in Europe, were determined that
this new counlry would be democratic, free, and productive.

Bul over 750,000 Arabs had become refugees as a
resull of the War of Independence, and countless more lost
their homes and land. Gaza and the West Bank, once the
sites of a future Palestinian state, were now under
Jordanian and Egyptian administration respectively.



The new Israeli state flourished as Jewish immigralion
rose; foreign governments, especially the Uniled States, came
to its aid, and agriculture and other industries prospered. But
the country was not accepted by her Arab neighbors, who saw
it as a symbol of their defeal against outside powers. Isr ael,
on the other hand, felt vulnerable to Arab threats of war and
guerrilla attacks. Tension rose to war, [irst in 1956 and again
in 1967. when Israeli planes, in a pre-emptive strike, attacked
25 airfields in Eeypt, Jordan, Syria and Irag, sparking a week
of fighting in what was o become known as the Six-Day War.
By the time a cease-lire took elfect. Israel controlled the
Bgyptian Sinai, the Gaza Strip. the Jordanian West Bank
(including East Jerusalem) and the Syrian Golan Heights.

The Camp David Peace Accord in 1979 between Israel
and Egypt resulted in the return of the Sinai to Kgyptian
hands. The West Bank and Gaza Strip remained in Israeli
control. These territories were viewed by many Israelis
as historically part of Israel, but the occupation was
condemned by the Uniled Nations in a series of resolutions
that urged their return. :

The strain on Palestinians and their Israeli counterparts
who decried the contradiction of democracy and ()C.CUpai:_i(m
proved considerable. :

Languishing under severe restrictions. mdiu{:atmem_
and poverly, the protracted Palestinian prolest which was to
become known as the Intifada began in December, 1987.
Children and vouth, a generation born under occupation,
took o the streets throwing stones at the Israeli army. A
more organized protest soon evolved which included strikes
and tax revolls. The Intifada shocked both Israel and the
world, bringing home the urgent need 10 aolw the

“Palestinian problem.” :

In 1991, Mid-East peace talks beg'm bLl\\reen thc govern-
ment of Israel and a Palestinian ncgotiating team from the West.
Bank and Gaza. An accord was signed in 1993 between
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestine.
Liberation Organization Chairman Yasser Arafat. Among
other things, this pact singled out the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank city of Jericho as sites to be rcturned to
Paleslinian authority.

Still new and learning to walk, lhe ﬂedglmg state of
peace between the Palestinians and Israelis encourages
the possibility that two peoples may yet dt‘hme peaceful
co-existence.



WHO ARE THE PALESTINIANS?

Whether described as Canaanites, Phoenicians,
Philistines, or Palestinians, the Arab inhabitants of
Palesline have traditionally been farmers, shepherds and
fishermen. Al the turn of the century there were slightly
more than a million inhabitants living in the area known as
Palestine, five percent of whom were Jewish. The
Palestinians were educated and industrious. harvesting
citrus fruit and olives for export and manufacturing the
region’s supply of soap and wool.

When control over Palestine passed from Turkish to
British hands at the end of WWI, many Palestinians expecled
that they would finally be able to control their own destiny.
But while Palestinian nationalism began to grow; the British
and French were dividing the region between them. In 1917
the Balfour Declaration confirmed that the British “\ie\wd with
favor the establishment of a national home for the Jewish
people” and designated the Palestinian population as simply
“non-Jewish communities” in what was to be_{:q_me Israel. :

Palestinians now number close to 5 million persons, =
only 40 percent of whom still reside inside the boundaries of
historical Palestine. The rest were carried away in succes-
sive waves of emigration, beginning in 1948, when the State
of Israel was declared, peaking in 1967 after the Six-Day
War, and conlinuing to this day. Almost a million
Palestinians are registered refugees living in 61 Campb- ;
dispersed throughout the Occupied Territories, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria. Whether “at home™ or “abroad,” the
Palestinians are a displaced people bGLkiI]g Lhe mmetatemcnt :
of their homeland. e

In 1964, Palestinians convened in Jerusalem and Ebtdbllshed
the Palestinian Liberation Organization, a democratic and multi-
party parliament with 428 elected members. In 1974, the
PLO was invited by the United Nalions to participate as an -
observer. At present, the PLO maintains diplomatic missions
in all UN agencies and in 90 countries, including Canada.




WHO ARE THE ISRAELIS?

The Israelis are those persons who lwe or have lived in
the State of Israel since its creation in 1948. While the over-
whelming number of Israelis are of the Jewish [aith, there
are also Muslim, Christian and Druze Arabs who live \wlhm
its borders.

The Jewish people living in Palestine at Lhe turn of the cen-
tury were mostly indigenous to that area; that is. they spoke
Arabic, lived freely amongst their Arab neighbors and. like the
Christian Arabs, were a respected and tolerated minority. Bul
as news of the persecution and slaughter of the European
Jewish population during the Second World War was made
known, immigration soared until, by 1946, persons of
Jewish faith numbered one-third of the population. Finally,
after intense negotiations and conflict with the British
administrators of Palestine and the Arab inhabitants, the
United Nations proposed that Palestine be partitioned into.
two states. This plan was adopted on November 29, 1947
Today, Israel consists of this land, plus more gained during
the War of Independence (1948) and the Six-Day War (1967),
including the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Since the declaration of a Jewish state in \Id\ 1948,
Israel has become a leading nation with a productive economy
and a Western-style democratic government. More closely
identified with a European and North American lifestyle
than with its Arab neighbors, the country straddles the
East and the West, sometimes comfortably, often pdml“ully

JEWISH REFUGEES

During the years of the rise of Natmndl Sucialmm in
Germany, and certainly in the aftermath of the genocide which
was the Holocaust, countless European Jewry sought refuge in
countries which provided a safe haven from persecution. While
many went to North and even South America, a significant
number arrived on the shores of Palestine. hoping it held the
promise of biblical prophecy. By the end of 1948, one-third of
the Palestinian population were of Jewish faith, dramatically
altering the social and political future of that tiny country. :

SOVIET IMMIGRATION. :

Fleeing perseculion, immigration fmm Ihe former Stmet :
Union has steadily trickled to Israel since the early part of the
20th century. In the final years of the break-up of the Soviet -
state, however, mass emigration ensued with hundreds of thou-
sands of Jewish people traveling to Israel. While former Soviet



Jewry still comprise the majority of immigrants to Israel, the
yvearly figure has steadied somewhat. To allow the immi-
sranls and their families time to settle, learn Hebrew and
find jobs, the Israeli government offers them free housing,
medical care and schooling for the first year.

HEBREW

Al the turn of the century, Hebrew, the original language
of the Old Testament, was spoken by few oulside the syna-
gogue. But with the possibility of a Jewish stale becoming
more and more real, it was clear thal a unifying language
would be needed [or the refugees who came from over a hun-

dred countries. :

" The revival ol Hebrew as a common language is unique in
history. The first Hebrew dictionary was compiled at the Lurn
of the century, simplifying ils grammar and modernizing its
usage. Hebrew is now the living tongue of most Israelis and
is the dominant language of the country.



